Chapter Three
ISLAM AND INDIAN NATIONALISM
FOR various reasons Indian nationalism, a bourgeois
enthusiasm, had in its early phase adherents most of
whom were not Muslims. We have noted this fact, especially
in our discussion of communalism, and have considered
some of the reasons. Indian nationalism in its most recent
phase has again been able to command relatively little
Muslim support. This fact we shall be noting more fully
in our discussion of the Muslim League, and shall be en-
deavouring to understand some of its reasons. Meanwhile
our task here is to observe that between these two phases
there was a period during which virtually the entire Indian
people struggled together to throw off the British imperialist
yoke. They struggled, with a middle-class leadership
and a nationalist ideology ; and they came remarkably near
to victory. But they did not quite attain it.
The rise of this ^all-India struggle may be dated from
before the First World War ; and its first culmination in a
major crisis was the Khilafat-and-Non-co-operation move-
ment. The struggle and the united nationalism continued
more or less until, say, the 1937 provincial elections; having
again reached a crisis, again not quite attained victory, in
the Civil Disobedienc e movement after the World Economic
Depression. Since ab out 1937 the movement has declined :
the British having intensified their counter-attack, with
increasing skill, increasing power, increasing divisiveness ;
and the Indian middle-class leadership having weakened
its offensive, with increasing confusion and frustration,
increasing fear of the masses, and increasing dividedness.
The division has particularly taken the form of Hindfi-
Muslim separateness.